
A
bout the

C
arl Brandon Society

Our M
ission

The 
m

ission 
of 

the 
Carl 

Brandon 
Society 

is 
to 

increase 
racial 

and 
ethnic 

diversity 
in 

the 
production of and audience for speculative fiction.

Our Vision

W
e envision a w

orld in w
hich speculative fiction, 

about com
plex and diverse cultures from

 w
riters of 

all backgrounds, is used to understand the present 
and m

odel possible futures; and w
here people of 

color 
are 

full 
citizens 

in 
the 

com
m

unity 
of 

im
agination and progress.

W
e Value

◊ Fantasizing for its ow
n sake and as an 

agent of social innovation
◊ Literature as a groundspring for social 
change
◊ Creative innovation in the field of 
speculative fiction
◊ Inclusive definitions of both genre and 
audiences
◊ A culture of listening to people of all 
abilities, genders, and backgrounds, in all 
fields of endeavor
◊ N

ational and international 
com

m
unity-building around areas of 

interestThe Carl Brandon Society is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

W
ebsite: carlbrandon.org
Tw

itter: CarlBrandon
Listserv: CarlBrandon-subscribe@

yahoogroups.com
 

T
he

C
arl Brandon
Society

C
olor your worlds!

carlbrandon.org

Join the Carl Brandon Society Today:

N
am

e: 
___________________________________

Address: 
_________________________________

_______________________________________
City: 

_____________________________________
State/Province: ____________________________
Postal 

Code: 
_____________________________

Country: 
_________________________________

Phone: 
__________________________________

Em
ail: 

___________________________________

M
em

bership:
(please circle one)   new

    renew
al

Regular ($25/year)  
 

$_____
Sustaining ($50/year)  

 
$_____

Institutional ($100/year)  
$_____

Octavia E. Butler
Scholarship Donation 

 
$_____

Other Donation  
 

$_____
Total 

 
 

 
$_____

M
ake check or m

oney order payable to:
The Carl Brandon Society

I w
ant to (check all that apply):

___ be added to the Carl Brandon Society m
ailing 

list.
___ be listed on the W

ebsite as a m
em

ber or donor
___ receive announcem

ents about upcom
ing Carl 

Brandon Society Events
___volunteer to help

W
hat interests you in the Carl Brandon Society, and 

how
 
did 

you 
hear 

about 
us 

(use 
other 

side 
if 

needed)?

M
ail to: The Carl Brandon Society, PO Box 23336, 

Seattle, W
A 98102 U

SA



A
bout O

ur N
am

e

W
e 

nam
ed 

ourselves 
after 

the 
fictional 

black fan w
riter Carl Brandon, a 1950s hoax 

invented 
by 

w
hite 

w
riters 

Terry 
Carr 

and 
Peter Graham

. In m
uch the sam

e w
ay that 

Alice Sheldon played w
ith the concepts of 

gender in her w
riting as Jam

es Tiptree, Jr., so 
did Carr and Graham

 underline the invisibil-
ity of people of color in SF using the nam

e 
Carl Brandon. W

om
en can now

 w
rite under 

their ow
n nam

es, and people of color now
 

w
rite and publish our ow

n stories. W
e’ve got 

further to go for now
, w

hich is w
hy w

e’re 
w

orking to m
ake fandom

 an equal hom
e for 

people of color.

W
hy Racial Justice 

in Speculative Fiction?

“W
ell, then, how

 does one com
bat racism

 
in science fiction? …

 The best w
ay is to 

build a certain social vigilance into the 
system

…
 

to 
establish—

and 
repeatedly 

revam
p—

anti-racist institutions and tradi-
tions.”-Sam

uel R. Delany, “Racism
 and 

Science Fiction”

Positive representation of people of color 
in 

all 
entertainm

ent 
m

edia 
is 

central 
to 

society’s shared project of racial equality. 
The 

Carl 
Brandon 

Society 
em

phasizes 
the 

representation of people of color in specula-
tive fiction because it allow

s audiences to 
im

agine 
alternative 

realities 
and 

changed 
futures—

and to m
odel a racially just w

orld-
in a w

ay that “realistic” fiction cannot.

Far from
 objecting to fantasy and escap-

ism
, the Carl Brandon Society reserves som

e 
escape pods for people of color. W

e believe 
fiercely that readers w

hose daydream
 w

orlds 
are 

truly 
diverse 

w
ill 

be 
less 

tolerant 
of 

injustices in their realities.

O
ur Program

s

Annual Book Aw
ards

The Carl Brandon Parallax Aw
ard is given to 

w
orks 

of 
speculative 

fiction 
created 

by 
a 

person of color. The Carl Brandon Kindred 
Aw

ard is given to any w
ork of speculative 

fiction 
dealing 

w
ith 

issues 
of 

race 
and 

ethnicity. Each w
inner is given a $1000 cash 

prize.

The Octavia E. Butler
M

em
orial Scholarship Fund

The Octavia E. Butler M
em

orial Scholarship 
enables one w

riter of color to attend each of 
the U

S Clarion w
riting w

orkshops every year. 
The Scholarship is m

eant to cem
ent Octavia’s 

legacy 
by 

providing 
the 

sam
e 

experience/opportunity that Octavia had at 
Clarion to future generations of new

 w
riters 

of color.

Heritage M
onth Book Lists

Carl Brandon Society m
em

bers select and 
distribute 

a 
list 

of 
10 

speculative 
fiction 

books by w
riters of that heritage for each of 

the m
ajor U

S heritage m
onths.

Carl Brandon Society
PO Box 23336
Seattle, WA 98102
USA


